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Diss Town Council 
Minutes 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Sub-Committee held in the Council Chamber at Diss Corn Hall on 
Wednesday 17th September 2025 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present: Councillors:  D. Craggs (ex-officio), C. Dente (Vice-Chair), A. Goulder (Chair), A. Kitchen, 

R. Peaty, J. Robertson (ex-officio), J. Welch 
 

In attendance:  Sarah Villafuerte-Richards (Town Clerk/CEO) 
   Cllr L. Sinfield 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PL0925/01 Apologies 

There were none.  
 
PL0925/02 Nomination of Substitute Representatives 

There were none. 
 
PL0925/03 Declarations of Interest 

 

 
PL0925/04 Minutes 

Members received the minutes of the Planning Sub-Committee meeting on Wednesday 18th June 
2025. It was 
 
Resolved: To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Sub-Committee held on 

Wednesday 18th June 2025 as a true record and were signed by the Chair. 
 
It was noted that at the public consultation held after the last meeting the developer did not appear 
to be willing to amend the application to respond to public comments. The Chair would contact the 
Planning Officer to request an update.  It was noted that the application is likely to be called in and 
be considered by the Development Management Committee.  

(Action: AG; by 17.10.25) 
 
PL0925/05 Public Participation 

There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 
PL0925/06 Items of Urgent Business 

There were no items of urgent business raised. 
 
PL0925/07 New Planning Applications and Development Control Matters 

 
Concerns raised included access for emergency vehicles, escape routes and efficient delivery, 
required under the National Planning Policy Framework, given the narrow staircase. Although it was 
felt that the development might not obstruct the view from the public boardwalk platform on the 
Mere, it may interfere with it.  There is no archaeology assessment, and the flood zone number has 
been omitted.  They are providing two parking spaces rather than the District Council’s stipulated 
three, given occupancy, echoing the inadequate parking provided on the applicant’s current 
development. 
 
It was noted that there is an easement in place with the freeholder regarding access from Market 
Hill, there was an archaeological dig approximately 5 years ago on this site and that one of the 
three exclusive properties on the other side of the boardwalk & gardens hasn’t yet sold.   
 

Minute No. Councillor’s 
Name 

Personal/Other 
Interest 

Pecuniary 
Interest Reason 

PL0925/07 D. Craggs ☒ ☐ 
The applicant is known to this 

councillor 

PL0925/07 A. Kitchen ☒ ☐ The architect is known to this 
councillor 

PL0925/07 L. Sinfield ☒ ☐ The architect is known to this 
councillor 
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There was a discussion around whether the application ought to be approved or refused, subject to 
the concerns being addressed.  It was agreed that we wanted the concerns to be listened to and 
responded to.   

 
Application No. Type Address Proposal Response 

2025/2474 
Full 

Planning 
Permission 

Land To the 
Rear Of 14 
Market Hill, 

Diss, Norfolk 

Erection of dwelling and 
associated hard 

standing 

Recommend Refusal 
This application was deemed 
unacceptable due to: 
• lack of relevant detail on flood 

zone status of the site; 
• parking falling short of the 

specification determined by 
SNDC; 

• lack of information regarding 
access and egress with 
particular emphasis to 
emergency vehicles access, 
emergency escape routes, 
efficient and safe 
deliveries/collection; 

• absence of an archaeological 
report of the site 

• restricted public views from the 
adjacent boardwalk. 

 
 
PL0925/08 Officer Delegated Decisions 

Members noted the Officer delegated decisions made by Diss Town Council’s Planning Committee 
since the last meeting.  It was noted that the Heritage Trust representatives are being made aware 
of planning applications relevant to that area for comments to maintain relations.   

 
PL0925/09 South Norfolk Council Planning Decisions 

Members noted the planning decisions made by the Planning Authority since the last meeting. 
District Councillor Minshull updated members that the developer for the erection of a 3-story, 66-
bed care home for older people with associated landscaping, car parking and access is 
reconsidering options on the site following the public consultation.  The site has not yet been 
purchased.   

 
PL0925/10 Date of Next Meeting 

Members noted that Planning Committee meetings will precede scheduled committee dates, should 
applications require committee consideration. 

 
Meeting closed: 7.05pm. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Councillor A. Goulder 
Chair 


