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COUNCIL PRAYER 

“Guide our Council tonight as we seek to serve our fellow residents of 

Diss. Guard us from prejudice and self-interest. Help us to faithfully 

discharge the duties of our office and pursue our projects with clarity 

and compassion.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISS TOWN COUNCIL’S VISION 
To make Diss a successful, vibrant, attractive town, where people want to 

live, work and visit. 

 

OUR MISSION 
To support the community and promote Diss as the heart of East Anglia 

for Business, Leisure and the Arts 
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                                         Miss S Richards, CILCA              Council Offices, 11-12 Market Hill,  
         Diss, Norfolk, IP22 4JZ 
 
         Telephone/Fax: (01379) 643848 
         Email: towncouncil@diss.gov.uk 
 
 
         Please ask for: Miss Sarah Richards 
         Our ref:    FC 27.01.2021 
         Date:    21 January 2021 

 
    

 

 NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

 Dear Members of the Public and Press, 
 

You are cordially invited to attend a meeting of Diss Town Council to be held online on Wednesday 27th 
January 2021 at 8pm to consider the business detailed below. Anyone wishing to attend the meeting should 
contact the Town Clerk using the details above prior to the start of the meeting for the link. 

  

   
 Town Clerk 

___________________________________________ 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

1. Apologies 
To receive and consider apologies for absence.  
 

2. Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 
 To note any declarations of members' pecuniary and/or non-pecuniary/other interests pertaining to  
 items on the following agenda, to note any dispensations granted in respect of business to be   
 discussed and to consider any requests for dispensations. 
 
3. Minutes 
 To note that the minutes of the meeting of Full Council on 13th January 2021 will be confirmed as a true 

 record at the February meeting of Full Council.  
 
4. Public Participation 
 To consider a resolution under Standing Orders 3d to 3h to suspend the meeting to hear comments from  
 members of the public on items to be discussed on the agenda (members of the public are entitled to  
 speak for a maximum of three minutes). 
 
5. Items of URGENT business 
 To discuss any item(s) of business which the Town Mayor or Town Clerk has previously been informed at least 
 24 hours before the meeting and decides should be considered as a matter of urgency (councillors are  
 reminded that no resolutions can be made under this agenda item). 
 
6. Community Grants Scheme  

To consider a grant application from Diss Junior School (report reference 36/2021 herewith refers). 
 

7.  Date of Next Meeting 
 To note that the next meeting of Full Council is scheduled for Wednesday 17th February 2021. 
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DISS TOWN COUNCIL 

Council Offices, 11-12 Market Hill, 
Diss, Norfolk, IP22 4JZ. 
Telephone & Fax: (01379) 643848 
Email: towncouncil@diss.gov.uk 
Website: www.diss.gov.uk 

Report to: Extraordinary Meeting Full Council 
Date of Meeting: 27th January 2021 
Authorship: Town Clerk 
Subject: Grant application from Diss Junior School 

Introduction 

1. At the end of the January meeting of Full Council, a proposal was put forward to financially
support local schools with technological requirements given the pandemic.  After discussion, it
was agreed that the local school(s) would be approached in the first instance to discuss their
requirements.

2. Councillor Mason approached Diss Junior School given the likelihood that their pupils would
be from Diss households and they responded with a quotation detailing requirements and
costs (Appendix A).

3. In consultation with the Grants Panel, the grant application form and associated guidance
notes were forwarded to the school via the website link and an application form has been
completed (Appendix B).

Grants Panel Review 

4. The Grants Panel have met to review this application.  They found the application to be well
presented, with a transparent approach to the required level of grant and the specific items
that would be funded through the grant.

5. All Panel members were happy with the application.

6. Unfortunately, the application is not compliant with the Council’s grant policy, specifically
clause 6, lines (b) and (h) highlighted below.

What Diss Town Council Community Grant Scheme will not fund:

a) Any political or religious activities
b) Electronic devices
c) Payment to individuals including support for fundraising events
d) Any goods or services that you buy or order before we confirm our grant
e) Activities or projects from which Diss Town Council funding has been withdrawn or to

replace a shortfall in a Council budget or to meet increase in charges for Council facilities
f) Routine maintenance or repairs
g) Routine running cost (salaries / electricity / rates / rent / insurance / etc)
h) Applications from schools
i) More than one application per group, in the financial year (April – March)
j) Private individuals or businesses

7. Whilst the Grants Panel supports the application, it is unable to make a recommendation to
Full Council for it to approve the application solely because it contravenes our policy.

Report Number: 
36 / 2021 

Item 6
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8. The Panel is sympathetic to the application, given that the drivers behind the project are the 
current extraordinary circumstances caused by the Covid19 pandemic, and the resulting 
pressures placed upon the school as it seeks to deliver education via distance learning.  
 

9. Given this context, members believe that in this instance this application should be considered 
by Full Council to make a final decision whether to approve the grant of the funds sought.  

 
Guidance Notes 
 

10. The items that the Council will not fund listed in the Guidance Notes is as follows. Please note 
the guidance notes accompany the application form document and were sent to the applicant.  

a) Any political or religious activities 
b) Laptop computers 
c) Payment to individuals including support for fundraising events 
d) Any goods or services that you buy or order before we confirm our grant 
e) Activities or projects from which Diss Town Council funding has been withdrawn or to replace 

a shortfall in a Council budget or to meet increase in charges for Council facilities 
f) Routine maintenance or repairs 
g) Routine running cost (salaries / electricity / rates / rent / insurance / etc) 
h) Activities considered the responsibility of higher tier Government authorities for example Local 

Education Authorities  
i) More than one application per group, in the financial year (April – March) 
j) Private individuals or businesses. 

11. Clauses b and h are inconsistent with what is set out in the grant policy.   

Policy 

12. Given that there is considerable overlap between these two documents and to reduce room 
for error going forwards, it is proposed that the listing from the guidance notes is merged with 
the Council’s policy document and that the latter is updated with any key information from the 
guidance notes that is not already included.   
 

13. The proposed rewording of the items a & h is as follows: 

a) Electronic devices e.g. laptops, tablets, phones 

h) Activities considered the responsibility of higher tier Government authorities for example 
Local Education Authorities including schools. 

14. Since Full Council includes all members of the Executive committee, it is recommended that 
this decision is expedited by Full Council. 
 

15. With these proposed amendments, the Council’s internal policy can also act as applicant 
guidance, and the current guidance notes can be withdrawn.   

 
 
 

 
 
Recommendations:  
 
1. To award a grant of £2,140 to Diss Junior School to support distance learning during the Covid-19 
pandemic.  
2. To adopt the revised rewording of clauses (a) and (h) in clause 6 of the grant policy and further 
tweak the grant policy to ensure it includes relevant clauses from the guidance notes 
3. That the guidance notes are withdrawn and the updated Council grants policy is issued to future 
applicants.    
  
 
 



------ Original Message ------ 
From: "Head - Diss Primary Academy" <head@diss.stbenets.org> 
To: julian_mason@btinternet.com 
Sent: Friday, 15 Jan, 2021 At 14:21 
Subject: Diss Primary Schools 

Dear Julian 

Please see my initial thoughts following our conversation yesterday. It was lovely to hear from you 
and would love the opportunity to develop the relationship between yourselves and the school. 

We would appreciate financial support with the cost of 30 Neverware Licences at £13 each. (This is 
to install the correct software onto the donated laptops so that the children can access their 
learning) 
Additional ICT support to install and set up computers 
Also upto 10 4G wireless routers with 60gb a month at a cost of £20 a month for 6 months 

So total cost would be £2140 
30 X £13 = £390 
£550 
10 X £120 = £1200 

Does this sound reasonable? I look forward to hearing from you. 

Keep safe  
Jo Cerullo 
Executive Headteacher 

Diss Primary Academy Partnership 

ASPIRATION RESPECT RESILIENCE

Item 6 - App A
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